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Our Vision
We envision a transition to 
integral Earth-human relations 
characterized by thriving, 
equitable human societies within 
flourishing ecological 
communities.

http://www.gonzaga.edu/ClimateInstitute


Community-engaged and 
community-led climate 
resilience planning in the Inland 
Northwest



2021  Northwest 
Heat Dome

157 heat-related 
deaths in WA

19 heat-related 
deaths in Spokane 

County

The Catalyzing 
Event



Source: ”In the Hot Seat: Saving Lives from Extreme Heat in Washington State”



Western 
Washington

Average annual extreme 
heat days is projected to 
increase from historical 
avg of 3 days to 17-27  
days of extreme heat by 
mid-century.

Source: ”In the Hot Seat: Saving Lives from Extreme Heat in Washington State”



Eastern 
Washington

Average annual extreme 
heat days is projected to 
increase from historical 
average of 3 days to 
20-30 days by 
mid-century.

Source: ”In the Hot Seat: Saving Lives from Extreme Heat in Washington State”



Climate Resilience Project
The Climate Resilience Project supports 
communities in the Inland Northwest in 
understanding, preparing for, and 
responding to climate-driven events. In 
collaboration with diverse regional partners 
and informed by intentional community 
engagement, we work to create equitable 
human societies within flourishing 
ecological communities in the face of a 
changing climate.

Art by 
Ricardo 
Levins 
Morales
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•Urban heat island mapping

•Community survey

•Stakeholder symposium



Insights from Community-Engaged Research:

•Engage in proactive planning 
• Prioritize nature-based, long-term solutions

•Health risk and exposure reduction education
•Financial assistance for home weatherization, 

HVAC improvements, and energy bills
•Establish safe locations for information sharing and 

resource distribution during extreme weather
• Improved coordination and collaboration across 

Spokane organizations



Extreme Heat Health

Risk and Prevention

Mark R. Vossler, MD



Washington Physicians for Social 
Responsibility
•3000 plus health professionals and 
other public health advocates across 
WA
•Major focus on health impacts of 
climate change and environmental 
pollution
•Also work on reducing impacts of 
economic inequity on health and 
abolition of nuclear weapons.



Heat rash
Heat edema

Heat 
Stress

Heart Attacks 
start to 
increase in 
vulnerable 
populations





Vulnerability to Extreme Heat
•Physiologic Vulnerability

• Elderly
• Very young
• Chronic diseases: heart, lung, diabetes, 

psychiatric meds

•Temporal Vulnerability
• Nocturnal heat worse
• Spikes over baseline temperature worse

•Socioeconomic Vulnerability
• Low income
• Racially redlined



↑ Mortality with Northwest Episodic Heat 
Events

•People don’t know the danger of heat, how to stay safe. We 
are not adapted to heat (physiologically or our built 
environment)  
•often don’t have A/C. Homes built to retain heat.  
•Risk for Mass Casualties:  The  6/2021 heat event: Centered 
over the Frazier River Valley in BC 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

• BC Coroner determined that 619 
deaths were caused by extreme 
heat just during the week of the 
event. Total mortality:  thousands

• 98% died in their own home
• Paramedics not even called in 28% 

of deaths

https://www.freeastroscience.com/2024/07/beat-heat-prevent-stroke-and-stay-safe.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Total Mortality much higher than the official count of heat event deaths

• Official Heat Deaths mostly the 
heat stroke deaths

• BC: 619  deaths
• Total: thousands
• Washington Dept. of Health: 157 

deaths :
Deadliest event in WA State History

Heart attacks most common cause
- not coded as heat related deaths

Excess Mortality



Paramedics, ERs and ICUs all overwhelmed 
•In Vancouver, the Paramedics increasingly delayed, then 
unable to respond, even with delays
•83% of the victims were already dead or died at the scene
•Paramedics not able to follow the standard of care for heat 
stroke
•EMS overwhelmed in-All Northern EHEs: Washington• Valley Medical Center ER received 56 

heat event victims in 8 hours {6/28/21)

• Kent Auburn Valley is a heat island, 
covered in asphalt, and also where low 
resource population in King County lives



Spokane Community Resilience Collaborative
Founded in April 2024; 18 active member organizations

• Goal 1: Develop city-wide 
extreme heat and wildfire smoke 
resilience plans for Spokane

• Goal 2: Develop a network of 
climate resilient community 
buildings with supportive 
programming and infrastructure 
throughout Spokane

• Goal 3: Create and maintain 
digital tools that provide 
educational resources to build 
household-level resilience



To be released soon!

• 7 Goals
• 33 strategies

• Progress report
• Responsible actors
• Committed actions
o Accountability metrics

• Timeline

Annual progress reporting

A climate resilience plan for the 
community, by the community



Spokane Resilience Plan Goals:
1. Expand and improve community education on 

extreme heat and wildfire smoke safety
2. Improve accessibility to residential cooling and 

air filtration infrastructure
3. Implement neighborhood programs that build 

trust, social cohesion, and connection to services 
during extreme events

4. Update policy and public infrastructure to 
minimize negative impacts from extreme heat 
and poor air quality



5. Prioritize green infrastructure 
throughout urban development 
projects

6. Utilize regional research 
partnerships to explore emerging 
climate resilience solutions

7. Periodically adapt Spokane 
Resilient Futures in collaboration 
with the community

Spokane Resilience Plan Goals:



How we support extreme heat policy

•Summer 2024 Spokane city law 
renters' right to install cooling
•Spring 2026 WA state law
ESSB 6200 renters’ right to install cooling
•Summer 2026 Spokane city law 
Renters' right to cooling (first in the 
Northwest!)



Spokane Renters’ Right to Cooling 
•Passed with a 5-2 city council vote on 7/29/2026

•After five months of partnership (or three years, depending 
how you're counting)

•Mayor Lisa Brown signed into law on 8/3/2026



Spokane Renters’ Right to Cooling 
Effective immediately, “at least one room in a 
dwelling unit shall be provided with cooling 
equipment that achieves adequate cooling”

• “Adequate cooling” means cooling that is “sufficient to avoid 
risks to tenant health”
•All leases “shall be accompanied by a separate and 
prominent notice to tenants of their rights, responsibilities, 
and restrictions related to installation and operation of 
cooling equipment.”
•Compliance extension of up to two years is possible



Spokane Renters’ Right to Cooling 

If tenant does not receive adequate cooling 
within 72 hours of a written request:

•Tenant may arrange for installation of 
adequate cooling and deduct the cost from 
rent (up to $500, inflation adjusted). (A/C 
purchased remains the property of the landlord.)

•OR tenant may terminate rental agreement





Implementing renters’ right to cooling

•Education campaign with Tenants Union of Washington 
State
•Advocating for more resources for the Department of 
Code Enforcement
•A second ordinance was passed by City Council 
directing some 1590 funds to be eligible for heating, 
cooling, or weatherization







Safe and Cool Washington
•Coalition of advocates, activists, experts with 
backgrounds in tenants’ rights, affordable housing, 
public health, clean energy and more
•Simple Mission: Ensure all Washingtonians are safe 
and cool during extreme heat events
•Goal: translate the right to cooling into actual access 
to cooling
•Method: use the Spokane ordinance as a template for 
actions in other cities and statewide. 


